Example of Art Criticism








Art with Miss Staley
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Name  Miss Staley




    Date     1/11/11
   Class period     first   .   

Background Knowledge 



1.  Title of Artwork             Tears                     








2.  Name of Artist             Man Ray       








3.  Sketch the work of art in the box. 








4.  When was the art created?   1931    








5.  Where is the art?   The art is in Paris   








6.  What was used to create the artwork? 









a camera












7. How do you understand the subject matter?







(Please check any boxes which are appropriate.): 







abstract   still life   portrait   photograph     







landscape   seascape    cityscape   nature   







sculpture   pottery   textile    poster  other 








8.  Write down something new that you learned







 about the artist or art (not mentioned already in 1-6).  
He was born in Philly, raised in New York.  He changed his name from Radnitzky in reaction to the ethnic discrimination & anti-semitism prevalent at that time.

Description of Aesthetic Properties:  Art Elements  The sensory properties that we recognize using our sense of sight and touch.  (Please check any boxes which are appropriate.)
9.  Select the kinds of Lines you see:   

thin   thick   choppy   dotted   straight   curved    wavy   vertical   horizontal   diagonal    graceful   smooth   fuzzy   varied    other ___________________________

10.  Select the kinds of Shapes (2D) & Forms (3D) you see:   circles   spheres   squares   cubes   rectangles   triangles   pyramids   cones   cylinders    free-formed or organic   other _____________________________________

11.  Select the kind of Space you see:  

flat   overlapping   shading   colors   proportion (size relationships)    perspective   shallow perspective   worm’s eye view   bird’s eye view   mostly positive space   

 mostly negative space (voids)   

other _____________________________________

12.  Patterns (Rhythm) Select what you see repeated in the art:   lines   shapes   colors   light areas   dark areas   

other ______________________________________

13.  Select the kinds of Textures you see:   rough   smooth   soft   hard   bumpy   carved    fluffy   furry  grainy    jagged   layered   puffy   prickly   sandy   sharp   other  _____________________________________

14.  Select the kinds of Colors you see:   

bright   dull   monochromatic (one color)  

shades (dark values)   tints (light values)

primary (red/yellow/blue)   

secondary (orange/green/purple)   

neutral (black/white/gray/brown)      

warm (red/orange/yellow)   

cool (green/blue/purple)    

complimentary - reds/greens    

complimentary - oranges/blues       

complimentary - yellows/purples      

Description of Aesthetic Properties:  Principles of Design The formal properties that help us see how artists organize the elements of art to express their ideas effectively.  
15.  Emphasis   Is there special importance placed on a particular part of the art?  What seems to dominate or catch your eye at first glance?   I notice the eyes right away.
16.  Movement   The suggestion of motion as your eyes move from object to object because of how they are placed.   Describe the path your eye follows through the art.  After looking at the eyes, I notice the drops of water beneath the eyes and then the curve of the nose points me back to the eyes and then I try to figure out what where she’s is looking.
17.  Unity or Harmony What seems to bring the composition together as a whole?  lines   shapes   colors light areas   dark areas     space   patterns   grouping objects   other teardrops
18.  Contrast or Variety Is there any tension between elements?  What differences do you see in any areas of the art?  shapes   colors   lights   darks   groups space   patterns    other - the wet teardrops on the dry skin look fake
19.  Balance How are the elements arranged or distributed within the work of art?   

radial - Round images that have equal radius lengths from the center to the edges (like a flower)
symmetrical – An equal distribution of elements on both sides of the artwork so that art elements are given equal "weight" from an imaginary line in the middle of a piece. (like a human face)
asymmetrical – Even though the parts of a design are organized so that one side differs from the other, the differences do not destroy that composition's overall harmony. (like a tree that has different branch lengths on either side, but appears complete as an image of a tree)

color balance - In terms of contrast, if a dark-colored subject is set in front of a dark background, it results in imbalance. But if the dark subject is set before a light background, it balances the image. 

20.  Application If you could ask the artist a question, what would you ask? 

How did you get the drops to stay in one place for the photograph?

21.  Analysis What mood or idea do think the artist was trying express?  ?  beauty   ugliness

happiness   sadness   love   hate   adventure   mystery   life   death   peace   war     

environment   relationships   friends   loneliness   hope   courage   strength   weakness   clean   dirty   opposition   sports   food   crime   nature   children   animals   identity   travel     technology   age   education  other  _____________________________________________
22.  Interpretation Look for meaning and discover ideas in an artwork to explain why you think it was created.  What do you think the artwork means?  I think the woman is trying to maintain her composure through a sad event.









23.  Synthesis In what way would you have expressed this idea differently? 

I would have showed more of the woman so you could see what’s happening.__________  

24.  Evaluation Do you like this image?  yes   How much do you think it is worth?  I think it is worth time + materials + artists popularity = $300






   
25.  Judgment Experiencing relationships can be happy and rewarding, but sometimes sad and hurtful. I think the message from the artist is to allow yourself to feel pain when things hurt but to look up and move on.  The shallow perspective doesn’t let you see what is around the woman, but the glance of the eyes suggests that the woman is trying to move on through her pain.  This can encourage others to be optimistic.  
An art criticism example that discusses the photo Tears by the artist Man Ray can also be found at http://www.art-lesson-plans.com/art-criticism-example.html
Website Links for Art









Art with Miss Staley


Art 21 from PBS http://www.pbs.org/art21/
Art Cyclopedia http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
Art and Culture online http://www.artpromote.com/
Metropolitan Museum of Art http://www.metmuseum.org/works_of_art/
National Gallery of Art for kids http://www.nga.gov/kids/   

Smithsonian Museum http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/students/explore_by_topic/everything_art.html
Univ. of Chicago Art Museum Smart Kids http://smartmuseum.uchicago.edu/smartkids/home.html
US Govt. Kids Portal http://www.kids.gov/6_8/6_8_art_history.shtml
Web Gallery of Art http://www.wga.hu/
Wexner Center at OSU http://www.wexarts.org/
